Abstrakt
Pamięć i tożsamość: dawniej i dziś
Brak zainteresowania teraźniejszością życia respondentów oznaczał brak uwzględnienia przez nas procesu konstruowania i rekonstruowania ich toż-samości, a także związków tożsamości z pamięcią. the material collected 25 years ago offered us an exceptional opportunity to see how our perception has changed. We have noticed several hidden assumptions that we assumed when conducting interviews. The first of them was the location of the interviewees in the "allochronic discourse" in which they were perceived as the representatives of the past who did not belong to our commonly shared present and were not influenced by it. The second assumption was the commonsense concept of memory as mnéme, that is the present recollection of the image of events as encoded in the past. The third assumption was the acceptance as something self-evident that the interviewees must remember what they had experienced and that it is precisely the content of that experience that they share with us in the situation of the interview. While reading the interviews again, we have had to revise these assumptions. We have accepted that the visions of the past are constructed in the present, that they serve to build and to defend the constructs of identity of the respondents, and that what they delivered was in fact a result of a complicated process of interaction and overlapping of various discourses in terms of which they apprehended the past. We have also had to self-critically admit that reading the old material from the perspective of the debates that took place in Poland after the publications of Neighbors and following books by J. T. Gross revealed a certain naivety with which we had approached the Polish Jewish relations 25 years ago and a certain tendency to marginalize the Holocaust in favor of a nostalgic vision of Jewish culture. The revision of this naivety allowed us to see in the interviews the motifs, allusions, significant silences, contributing to what we describe in the final sections of the article as "non-memory" in which the past unveils more authentically than in its elaborated images.
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